Dialogue of China Sept 12-26th
Sept 12th: Depart San Francisco to Hong Kong (Cathay Pacific, flight CX 873)

Sept 13th: Arrived in Hong Kong around 5:30 am (airport completed during 1998) 
Stayed at the Royal Plaza Hotel on Kowloon Island

Hong Kong is home to 7 million people and is a total of 1070 square miles.  It is divided into four areas: Hong Kong Island, Kowloon, the New Territories and the Outlying Islands.  The heart of the city is Hong Kong Island, and has a Manhattan-like skyline, with very crowded streets.  Kowloon is north of Hong Kong and is equally populated.  The New Territory and Outlying Islands are much more rural in contrast and less crowded.

· Met Christina (tour guide), took us to the hotel to drop off luggage and then on an island tour.

· Went on a tour of the Dynasty Jewelry Manufacturer.

· Drove to Victoria Peak (tallest peak in Hong Kong, 554 meters above sea level).  Went to the peak via the Peak Tram.

· Drove by Repulse Bay.  Saw the famous building at Repulse Bay (hole in the middle).

· Went to the famous fishing village of Aberdeen and saw the "Jumbo floating restaurant," which aren't as popular as they used to be.  Went on a Sampan ride around the harbor.

· Visited Stanley Market (bargain shops, lunch, etc).

· Went back to the hotel to sleep, or do whatever.

Sept 14th:
· Day at Leisure

· Met at The Peninsula Hotel (one of the 5 most luxurious hotels in the world) at 2 pm.  Greeted by Peter De Kantzow (son of Syd De Kantzow, pilot of CNAC).  Invited to the top floor to the China Clipper Lounge (only the elite are invited here).  Went to the top of the hotel, on the roof to see where the helicopters land.  Also saw amazing views of Hong Kong/Kowloon.  Spent around 2 hours here.

· Evening at Leisure 

Sept 15th: Depart Hong Kong to Kunming (Dragonair, flight KA760)

Stayed at the New Era Hotel in Kunming

Kunming is home to 14 million people.  Kunming is the capital of the Yunnan Province, situated in the very south of China.  It is encircled by mountains on the north, west, and east sides.  Very subtropical climate, and often is referred to, "The City of Eternal Spring."  Twenty two of China's minorities live in the Yunnan Province.

· Arrived in Kunming around 2:30 pm.

· Met Diego Kusak and Petty Jiang (Diego's Assistant) and took us to hotel to relax and get ready for dinner.

· Walked to the Restaurant for dinner.  This restaurant was around 700 years old.  Dinner was sponsored by Local Government Officials and we met Lady Deng.
Sept 16th:
· Went to a Symposium, sponsored by the Chinese Government, located at the Kunming Hotel.  The symposium was to honor the 65th year.  CNAC...In Commemoration of the 65th anniversary of the Victory of the War against Japanese Aggression and the Worldwide War against Fascism.  -Symposium with CNAC on the Hump Action 2010/9/16  --Counselors' office of Kunming Municipal People's Government Kunming Municipal Research Institute of Culture and History  Sept 16th 2010


The symposium honored Moon Chin, as well as our group.  Craig Chinn gave a presentation about his dad, 
as well as Moon Chin.  Tom Moore gave a presentation about his Uncle, Emil Scott and mentioned the 
website.

· Went to the Flying Tigers Restaurant for lunch.  Opening and closing speeches from Chinese Government Officials.

· Drove back to the hotel to drop those off who wanted to rest.

· Took a group to the airport runway where CNAC used to take off.  Located by the Kunming Airport.  Tom's Uncle took off here.  Shortly after takeoff, he hit a tree, where he was killed in 1942.  We were able to pose for many photographers and get interviewed.  Old runway is now covered by various fields and crops.

· Went to dinner at a restaurant
· After dinner we were invited to the Cantata, "Green Path and Rainbow--The Story of Flying Tigers and Hump."
Sept 17th:
· Stopped at the Kunming Museum.  Diego had his display of photos and information regarding CNAC and their employees.

· Visited the Hump Memorial, located in the mountains.

· Ate Lunch at Ding Xin Yuan Restaurant located next to the Green Lake.

· Afternoon at Leisure.

Sept 18th: Depart Kunming to Baoshan (China Eastern, flight MU5965)

Stayed at the Jin Meng Hotel in Liuku, Lushui County

The town of Liuku is where the Nujiang Lisu Prefecture seated.  It is located in the remote in the gorge of Nu River, Yunnan Province, surrounded by great mountains.  It is also where the Lushui County is located.  It is one of the least developed areas in China.

· Flew to Baoshan.  Arrived around 12:10.  Greeted by our hosts and new tour guide (Sue).  Given bouquets of flowers and were very catered to on our bus ride.

· Had lunch at Landu Restaurant in Baoshan.

· Drove by bus to Liuku.  Part of the drive was on the Burma Road.

· First stop in Lushui County was a meeting with Government Officials (The main leader of the Prefecture Part committee meet Mr. Chen Wenkuan group at the VIP room on the first floor of the administrative center of prefecture).  The population is around 46,000.  During the meeting Moon Chin donated $100,000 Yuan dollars to get the plan in Pianma painted and restored.  They gave each of us a beautiful gift that told stories of the Chinese people.  The room had gold striped carpet, which Moon loved!

· Headed to the Jin Meng Hotel.  There was a group of young men and young women lined up inside the hotel that sang and welcomed us as we walked in.

· Dinner was at the Jin Meng hotel, on the second floor.  They gave us a 12+ course meal, followed by a program, consisting of folk dancing and singing from 22 different cultures.  They even sang Silent Night, in their native tongue.  Initiated us into their culture.  The group went around the table singing.  They made each of us a vest from their culture and clothed us in them, and drank together (local custom, Three River Kiss).    

Sept 19th:
Today's journey will be through some of the most fantastic scenery in China, witnessing the mountains of the Himalayas.

· Bus trip to Pianma.  Drove 69 kilometers up and over a mountain.  The scenery was fantastic!  It was very sub-tropical, green, with a light rainstorm.  A few landslides developed on the side of the mountain.  The summit was 3100 meters (10, 170 ft).  Drove above the clouds.

· Arrived in Pianma, and had lunch at the Restaurant of Pianma Township.  We were introduced to eating Bees (crunch...crunch), which are a delicacy in China.  They eat them like we eat candy.  We also tried Larva.  They love the bees, which are very expensive to buy.

· Walked to the Nujiang Hump Memorial Hall (which holds a restored CNAC DC53 plane, of Jim Fox).  On our way to the Museum, the streets were lined with people and there were children, dressed in uniform, playing the drums and trumpets.  They performed for us as we arrived at the museum.  We were the "parade."  Welcomed with "lays of flowers" and a purse made by a Chinese culture.  Inside the purse was a DVD, "The Feeling of Hump."

· Viewed the CNAC 53 plane.  Joined in a speech by government officials.  Then we were able to go inside the restored plane.  Also got a few photos and signed a guest book.

· Drove by bus back over the mountain to Liuku.

· Had a buffet dinner at the Jin Meng Hotel.

Sept 20th:
Stayed at the Cangshan Hotel in Dali

Dali is home to more than 460,000 people.  Dali is known for four things: ErHai Lake = moon shines on the lake.  Cang Shan Mountains = snow on them.  Wind in Xia Guan blows the Shang Guan flower.  It also hosts many of China's ethnic minorities, making it diverse in its history and its activities.  It features the Three Pagodas of Chongsheng Temple and an old city entered by a massive gate.  Located on scenic Erhai Lake, it is the heart of the Dali Bai Autonomous Prefecture.

· Took a long 5 hour bus ride to Dali.  Yet, another beautiful ride, with fantastic scenery.

· Stopped for a light lunch at Yong Ping.

· Late afternoon, we arrived in Dali at the Cangshan Hotel.  

· Had dinner on the second floor of the hotel.  The round table was HUGE.  Local Government officials greeted us and we had dinner with them.

· After dinner was leisure.  A group (about 12) of us went to Old Town in Dali.

Sept 21st:
· Went to a museum in Yunnanyi, about an hour outside of Dali.  The museum was called, "Transportation Museum of the China-Burma-India Theater in WWII."  Here we walked around to view photos and were able to sign our name on, "The Hump 1942-1945" wall.  Side Note: Tom Moore's Uncle used to teach with Chennault in the late 1930s, at the airbase we visited.

· Cobble stone road was part of Stilwell Road.

· By this museum was one of the old runways that CNAC used.  Runway is now covered by various fields and crops.

· Got a group photo shot outside the museum, in front of the "Burma Road Monument."  They had big cement rollers that 100-1000 men used to pull to smooth out runways.

· Had lunch by the Museum.

· Drove back to Dali, but stopped in a town where Tom could get his picture by the same Pagoda as his Uncle.

· Arrived in Dali, and drove to the Linden Centre.  This place is where other cultures come to study the Chinese culture.  They also live there while studying for about three weeks.  This is a very peaceful place.

· Had dinner at the Linden Centre.  Angie and Annie brought "Mooncakes" to share.  These are very famous in China.  They eat the mooncakes during The Moon Festival or Mid-Autumn festival, which started on September 22nd this year.    

Sept 22nd: Depart Dali to Kunming (China Eastern, flight MU5988).  Depart Kunming to Shanghai (China Eastern, flight MU5811)

Stayed at the Salvo Hotel in Shanghai
Shanghai is China's largest urban centre, with a population around 21 million.  In the 19th century, Shanghai was jolted from being quiet commercial backwater city to a thriving financial metropolis.  The Treaty of Nanking in 1842 opened Shanghai as a free port to western trade and influence.  Even today, we can still see the foreign (mainly European) concession areas distinctly visible to this day.

SIDE NOTE: Today was the start of the Chinese Three Day Holiday...Mid-Autumn Festival.

· Flew to Shanghai.  Had a connecting flight in Kunming.  Arrived at the Shanghai Hongqiao Airport (mostly for domestic flights, also known as the "Rainbow Bridge International Airport").

· Met Candi (tour guide).  Took us to our hotel and gave us a small tour of Shanghai.

· Evening of leisure.  

· Dinner (buffet style), was on the 31st floor of the hotel.

Sept 23rd:
· In the morning, Candi took us on a half-day city tour.  We visited the narrow streets of the old town.  In the early 20th century, Europeans immigrated to Shanghai for business and trade, and settled in specific areas, set aside for their homes and businesses.  The ambience of these concession areas still remains.  Visited the Bund, a collection of numerous buildings, built in different styles, including Gothic, Baroque, Romanesque, Classicism, and the Renaissance.  

· After viewing the famous harbor of Shanghai, we went to a silk factory.  They made rugs, duvets, comforters, clothing, ties, etc.  We were able to purchase 100% silk items here. 

· Drove by the original sight of the Lung Wha Airport (the control tower and runways are still there), which is now turned into a residential area.

· Went to lunch at a local restaurant and tried the famous Shanghai Noodles.  The restaurant only had 3 forks, so if you couldn't use chopsticks, you were out of luck. 

· Went to China Town and walked through the Yu Gardens.  The garden was built in 1577 and hidden behind carved brick walls, decorated with its undulating dragon walls and lovely lotus pools.  Afterwards, we went into China Town and did some shopping.

· Evening on our own.

Sept 24th:
Nanjing has a population of around 8 million.  It is the second largest commercial center in the East China region, after Shanghai.  Nanjing is the capital of Jiangsu Province, China, and has a prominent place in Chinese history and culture.  The spellings 'Nanjing' and 'Nanking' both correspond to the Chinese name which means "southern capital."

· Trip to Nanjing (optional, not all came).  Went by bullet train.

· Met Kelly (our tour guide), also known as Princess ADIDAS (those of you who went on the trip, know what that means.  Those who didn't, I am sorry, but it is not worth mentioning).

· Started at the Purple Mountain.  Very pretty area, with lots of trees.  Almost felt like you were in the mountains, but really were in the middle of town.  Stopped at Sun Yat-sen Mausoleum.  Eve was the only one that walked up many steps to see it.  She took note that it reminded her of the Lincoln Memorial in DC.

· Went to lunch, located in the Purple Mountain.  Hosted by Local Government Officials.  The center table, rotated on its own.  Got a group photo afterwards.

· After lunch we headed to the Aviation Museum.

· Behind the Aviation Museum was the Martyr's Memorial, which is the reason we went to Nanjing.  At this memorial, Russ Coldren and Tom Moore's Uncle's, (Russell W. Coldren and Emil S. Scott) and Bob Willett's cousin (James S. Browne), were listed on the monument walls.  It was a special experience to share with them.  Took photos and then headed back to the train station, to head back to Shanghai.

· Evening on our own.

Sept 25th:
· Free day in Shanghai (we all did our own thing).

Award ceremony for Moon Chin, presented by the AAAP (Association of Asian Aerospace Professionals).  Award presented by Captain Winkie Ho of Singapore Airlines (Moon used to be his boss).  Pictures of the event can be found at this website (thanks Bobby).  http://www.aaap-sg.net/gallery.html

· Farewell dinner at Gong De Lin Restaurant, which is well known for its vegetarian dishes.

Sept 26th: Depart Shanghai Pudong International Airport (looks like a seagull) to Hong Kong (Cathay Pacific, flight CX870).  Depart Hong Kong to San Francisco (Cathay Pacific, flight CX365)

· Arrived in San Francisco around 11:30 am.  Went through customs, then gathered luggage and said goodbye.

· Departed our own ways. 

